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Synopsis

If there was one person who could be said to light the touch-paper for the epochal transformation of
European religion and culture that we now call the Reformation, it was Martin Luther. And Luther
and his followers were to play a central role in the Protestant world that was to emerge from the
Reformation process, both in Germany and the wider world. In all senses of the term, this religious
pioneer was a huge figure in European history. Yet there is also the very uncomfortable but at the
same time undeniable fact that he was an anti-semite. Written by one of the world’s leading
authorities on the Reformation, this is the vexed and sometimes shocking story of Martin Luther’s
increasingly vitriolic attitude towards the Jews over the course of his lifetime, set against the
backdrop of a world in religious turmoil. A final chapter then reflects on the extent to which the
legacy of Luther’s anti-semitism was to taint the Lutheran church over the following centuries.
Scheduled for publication on the five hundredth anniversary of the Reformation’s birth, in light of the

subsequent course of German history it is a tale both sobering and ominous in equal measure.
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Customer Reviews

An immaculately scrupulous and compelling study * Edward Pearce, Tribune * Excellent * Peter
Marshall, Tablet * Scrupulously fair, crisply translated and surprisingly relevant. * Tom Moriarty, The
Irish Times * As this short, scholarly, and brilliantly-illuminating study shows, the line between
anti-Judaism and anti-Semitism is both blurry and easily breached... No one is better able to make

sense of Luthers views than Kaufmann, who has been working on the subject for the best part of 40



years. With a complete mastery of Luthers writings and the context in which he wrote, he uncovers
the particular prompts that led Luther to sound so contradictory, while he also reveals the

continuities in his thought. * William Whyte, Church Times *

Thomas Kaufmann is Professor of Church History at University of Gottingen.
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